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Mazel Tov to Rabbi Warren Elf 
   

   

 
 

Our own Rabbi Warren Elf was made an MBE (Member of the Order of the British Empire by the 
Duke of Cambridge at Buckingham Palace. Prince William presented Rabbi Warren Elf with his 
award for services to the community. 
  
Following the Manchester Arena attack in 2017, Warren provided help and reassurance to 
restore calm through his work as the Community Development Officer for the Faith Network for 
Manchester.  Following the strategic emergency meeting, he was involved in various services 
with Manchester Cathedral and was involved in planning community responses, working with 
Manchester City Council and Greater Manchester Police.  He also worked with a large number 
of different faith communities and faith representatives, organising Multifaith involvement and 
participation in a series of around 20 vigils and other gatherings for the faith communities.  He 
was also involved in Manchester’s commemoration events on the first anniversary of the attack. 
 
Warren continues to help develop community cohesion through his interfaith work with the Faith 
Network for Manchester and in other ways. 
 
The week after receiving his MBE, Warren was also awarded the Fellowship of Leo Baeck 
College in recognition of his ‘dedicated labour and meritorious service as a rabbi and teacher in 
the House of Israel’. 

 
 



 
 
 

Joy, Sadness and Uncertainty Mixed Together 
Rabbi Warren Elf 

 
 

I am writing this two days after the second anniversary of the Manchester Arena attack, the 
day after the European Parliament elections and Lag Ba’Omer and the day of Teresa May 
announcing her resignation as Prime Minister. 
 
So the sadness of the commemoration of the terrorist attack killing 22 innocent people and 
injuring hundreds of all ages was immediately followed by the joy of Lag Ba’Omer - in fact 
on my way home after the silent memorial with faith leaders and hundreds of others in St. 
Ann’s Square in Manchester, I drove past a large bonfire in Broughton Park with Chasidim 
singing and dancing. 
   
The EU elections, Brexit and the Prime Minister’s resignation leaves us wondering what 
exactly is going on politically in the country and what is going to happen in the future. 
 
Then I think of our next festival, Shavuot, approaching quickly, and the children of Israel 
arriving at and standing at Mount Sinai.  There must have been much excitement and 
apprehension about what to expect, what was going to happen and what God was actually 
going to do (and be)! 
 
The joy of receiving Torah and knowing that God was with us and supporting us on our 
journey must have been very special and motivated us to keep going, from slavery towards 
the Promised Land.  Yet at various stages our faith wavered, we doubted and we lost 
confidence.   There were times of fear and sadness in the wilderness and certainly many 
times of uncertainty. 
 
With the right leadership though we were able to continue, and we did reach the Promised 
land.  The quality of leadership varies over time – as we are probably very aware!  
However, at Mount Sinai we were given the start of something very special – Torah! – and it 
is Torah that has carried and sustained the Jewish People through thousands of years. 
 
So, at this time of uncertainty politically and economically, it is important that we remember 
how Torah has been so important for us.  It’s stories, its Mitzvot, its messages have been 
more than enough to help us get through the most difficult and testing of times. 
 
I am just as confident that the teachings contained in Torah can continue to provide us with 
direction and confidence in the 21st Century.  Our prophets, our sages and our current 
rabbis and teachers have continued to interpret it in ways that are real and relevant to our 
world and our daily lives. 
 
So this Shavuot let us celebrate the Giving of Torah at Mount Sinai and commit ourselves to 
engaging with its teachings, ideals and values to sustain us in our daily lives.  At this time of 
uncertainty, it may be that we need to engage in some Torah study, and probably a bit of 
prayer too, to keep us going as things meander and change around us. 
 
Chag Sameach for Shavuot. 
 
 

  



 
EVENTS 

 
Purim Party and Megillah Reading 
 
We had a fabulous afternoon at Liverpool Reform Synagogue celebrating Purim. 
  
Friar Elf came to join in the fun and kindly read us the megillah.  There was hamantaschen,  
cakes, games, mask-making and lots of fabulous costumes!   
 
Profits from the afternoon were split between Zoe’s Place and MJCC. 

 
             

                                  
                      

                          
 

                                                                                    
 

Purim Games Night  
 

 
 
 
Purim Games Night was held on 23rd March starting after Havdalah. Around 35 adults and 
children attended. There was a lovely atmosphere with different board games being tried 
and then swapped with people on other tables. John Ablett was Quiz Master for the evening 
and the teenagers team won the quiz – well done them.  A special thank you to Pet 
Patrick’s husband, Andrew, for bringing along a selection of his vast collection of board 
games and to Karen Ablett and her Social Committee for setting the room up and sorting 
out the food. 
 
 
 



 
 
A Great Simcha for a Great Man 
 
On March 17th (Shabbat Vayikra), members of LRS and the wider community came out in 
force to celebrate a very significant event – Martin Herr’s 70th birthday. Martin has served 
the Shul as shliach sibbur for many years and is an integral part of synagogue life. It was 
therefore no surprise that this Shabbat service was filled with ruach and plenty of oneg.  
 
Martin led the service with his usual aplomb, in front of a congregation that was swelled by 
his friends and family, including his three children – Sivan, Orna, and Noam. After the 
service, a sumptuous Kiddush was laid on thanks to Nina, the highlight of which was a 
selection of cakes from Dafna’s. 
 
One of the most moving and memorable aspects of the day was the speech given by 
Martin’s son. Singing his father’s praises, Noam emphasised many of the characteristics 
that make Martin Herr such a pillar of the community here in Liverpool: his generosity, 
enthusiasm, and commitment to Judaism. We wish him many happy returns of the day!   

 
 

Seder Night 
 

On 20th April, the Shul once again kept the tradition of holding a 2nd Night Seder. The 
Seder was led by Rabbi Elf in his usual inimitable way. This year we had 49 people 
attending which included members & their family & friends, plus visitors from other Shuls. It 
was good to see quite a few children of various ages there and it was especially nice that 
Rabbi Zalud was able to come.  
 
There is a lot to do in preparing for this event, buying the food, cleaning the kitchen and 
appliances, removing Chametz, setting up and laying the table, cooking the fish & eggs, 
preparing the fruit salad etc. etc. The Synagogue Council is greatly appreciative of all the 
work & effort put in by the small band of volunteers. But more volunteers are needed to 
lighten the load. Please consider helping next year.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         



 
NEWS 

 
Baby Blessing 
 
Mazel Tov to Sara and Daniel Oakes on the blessing of their baby Eliana. 
Sara and Daniel kindly provided a Kiddush after the service which was attended by 
members of the congregation. 
 
 
Births 
 
Mazel Tov to Jude and Amron Mont on the birth of their twins Yael and Nadav. 
 
Mazel Tov to Paul and Charlotte Levinson on the birth of their son Theo. 
 
Mazel Tov to Merev and Andy Kinshuk on the birth of their daughter Maya,  

 
Heartfelt Condolences  
 
Heartfelt condolences to Jude Mont and her family on the death of her grandmother Kay 
Fyne.  The congregation wish Jude and her family a long life. 
 
 
Family Services 
 
In January we introduced a special Family Service where the children are led by Rabbi Elf 
in a separate service which takes place at the same time as the adult service. The children 
join the main service for reading of the Torah and are able to stand on the bimah joining in 
the blessings before and after reading of the Torah. The aim is for this to take place on a 
monthly basis and dates for Family Services will be confirmed via e-mail. 
 
 
Erev Shabbat Chavurah Suppers led by Martin Herr 
 
The aim is to hold the Erev Shabbat Chavurah Supper on the first Friday of each month.  
Unfortunately, this is not always possible, therefore we will always let you know via the Shul 
email address if one is to be held in a specific month.  
 
To remind you, they consist of sitting round the table, singing some Shabbat songs followed 
by Kidddush, eating, chatting and benching after the meal. 
 
We start at 6.30pm when everyone helps to prepare the room and put the food out. All that 
we ask is that if you come along please bring a dish either kosher/non-meat or vegetarian 
(sweet or savoury) to share on the night. 

 
 

Thanks for contributions 

Thanks to Rabbi Warren Elf, Vivi Norris, Esther Kearney, Susie Gordon and Paul Levinson 
for their contributions to this newsletter. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 
 

Bar Mitzvah 

Jamie Hampton will celebrate his Bar Mitzvah on Saturday 29th June.  The service will be 
led by Rabbi Warren Elf and the congregation are warmly invited. 

 

CCJ QUIZ 

The CCJ Quiz will take place at Liverpool Reform Synagogue on Sunday 23rd June at 
7.30pm. 

 

TIKKUN OLAM DAY 

Tikkun Olam Day will take place on Sunday 14th July. 

 

 

 

Shirei Chagigah – Reform Judaism’s biennial music conference 11-14 July – kindly 

hosted by Alyth (we will endeavour to find home hospitality if necessary and hotels are 

nearby). 

https://www.reformjudaism.org.uk/events/shirei-chagigah-2019/ 

 

https://www.reformjudaism.org.uk/events/shirei-chagigah-2019/


 

 

 
 

CHEDER NEWS 
 

               

As a synagogue we aim to provide opportunities for our children and young people within a     
wide social and educational framework for their early and teenage years. These include 
activities that are person-centred, experience-oriented, and interactive. 

We provide activities that both promote a learning and experiencing community, a culture of 
education, and content that engages, and includes Jewish education and a curriculum 
focusing on the lifestyle and the identity of being Jewish. 
 
Our curriculum is designed around and based on Jewish values and the values of the 
Reform Movement, whilst also recognising that the young people are part of a wider British 
community. 
 
Cheder takes place 10.30am – 12.00pm on the 2nd Sunday every month during term time 
(King David, Liverpool Term dates). 

http://www.lrshul.org/cheder/cheder62/
http://www.lrshul.org/cheder/cheder30/


 

YOUTH CLUB ACTIVITIES 

                    

                                   

 
The Youth Club continues to be held every Sunday from 7 – 9pm.  There are activities 
including table tennis; tuck shop; arts and crafts; cinema nights; cookery; film and media 
editing; chill out; sports and PSP gaming.  All young people age 11 – 18 years are welcome 
to attend. 
 
If you have any questions, or you would like to volunteer at the club then please feel free to 
contact Zarah or Steven  on 0799 057 3652,  

 

 
 

 

                                                                                                  
 

 
LIVERPOOL REFORM SYNAGOGUE - ROSH HASHANAH GREETINGS 

 
 
if you would like to include your Rosh Hashanah greetings in the next newsletter please let 
us know by sending your details to newsletter@lrshul.org   by 19th august 2019 
 
The page will be headed: 
 

“Best wishes for a healthy, happy and peaceful New Year to all the Liverpool 

Reform Synagogue Community from ……” 
 
Please provide your name and family members to be included in the greeting and a short 
message (maximum 25 words). 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:newsletter@lrshul.org
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DETAILS OF SERVICES FOR SHAVUOT, ROSH HASHANAH, YOM KIPPUR, SUKKOT, 
SHMINI ATZERET, SIMCHAT TORAH AND CHANUKAH 

 
Times of services will be confirmed via e-mail prior to the date. 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

Sunday 9th June Shavuot Morning 

Saturday 15th June Family Service led by Rabbi Warren Elf 

Sunday 11th August Tish’ah B’Av 

Sunday 29th September Erev Rosh Hashanah 

Monday 30th September Rosh Hashanah Morning 5780 

Tuesday 8th October Erev Yom Kippur 

Wednesday 9th October Yom Kippur 

Sunday 13th October a.m. Decorating the Sukkah 

Sunday 13th October Erev Sukkot 

Monday 14th October Sukkot 

Monday 21st October Shmini Atzeret 

Tuesday 22nd October Simchat Torah 

Sunday 22nd December Chanukah (1st Candle) 

 
 

We would like to welcome you to our services which are held each Shabbat 
 
Erev Shabbat: Approximately once per month we gather for our Shabbat Evening service 
and Chavurah Supper, starting at 6.30pm. Where possible this takes place on the first 
Friday of the month, but this may change from time to time.  Dates will be published on the 
web site and members will be notified via e-mail. 
 
 
Shabbat Morning: 10.30am. 
The service ends at 12.30pm with a Kiddush where the congregation come together to 
share wine, challah and other foods. 
 
 
Liverpool Reform Synagogue – re-launched on the web 
 
The Web page has now been updated and can be accessed at http://www.lrshul.org 
The Web page will continue to be updated and new items of interest added on a regular 
basis.  If you have any suggestions or wish to contribute to the web page please contact 
Stuart Becker at Email: webmaster@lrshul.org 
 
 
Guidance following the death of a member of the Liverpool Reform Synagogue 
 
Liverpool Reform Synagogue appreciates how difficult the death of a loved one can be and 
in order to assist members at this time a booklet has been developed which provides 
guidance and relevant important information.  The booklet can be found on the LRS web 
page at http://www.lrshul.org/death-and-mourning/ . Paper copies are also available in the 
synagogue. 
If you are in need of advice, please telephone Anna Cohen on 07729 562 174 

 

 
 
 
ROSH HASHANAH EDITION – COPY DEADLINE 26TH AUGUST 2019 

 
 

http://www.lrshul.org/
mailto:webmaster@lrshul.org
http://www.lrshul.org/death-and-mourning/


 
 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS 
 
Visiting Rabbi: Rabbi Warren Elf 
Email: warren.elf@ntlworld.com 
Telephone: 07879 454292 and 0161 959 5562 

President: Alan Rae 
Email: pres@lrshul.org 

Chairman: Paul Levinson 
Email: chair@lrshul.org 

Honorary Secretary: Esther Kearney 
Email: honsec@lrshul.org 

Finance & Membership: John Ablett 
Email: finance@lrshul.org 

Social Events Committee: Karen Ablett 
Email: liverpool.reform.synagogue@gmail.com 

Cheder: Zarah Ross 
Email: cheder@lrshul.org 

B'nei Mitzvah: Martin Herr 
Email: bneimitzvah@lrshul.org 

Proselytes: Annette Rae 
Email: proselytes@lrshul.org 

Newsletter Editor: Barbara Becker 

Email: newsletter@lrshul.org 

In case of emergency when the Synagogue is closed please telephone:    
07729 562 174 
 
 

WE WOULD WELCOME YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS TO FUTURE NEWSLETTERS. 
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO SHARE YOUR NEWS WITH THE COMMUNITY OR WOULD 
LIKE TO PROVIDE A REGULAR ARTICLE PLEASE E-MAIL US AT THE FOLLOWING 
ADDRESS. 

 

CONTACT US: Liverpool Reform Synagogue 
28 Church Rd North 
Liverpool  
L15 6TF 
Telephone 07729 562 174 
e-mail  liverpool.reform.synagogue@gmail.com 
Web Site: http://www.lrshul.org/ 
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